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. Dear Sir or Madam:

The Crty of Rio Rancho has reviewed the proposed FEMA Rule for Federal D1saster Aidto
Individuals and Households. Based on the advice of staff, we offer the followmg comments
- for your con51derat10n :

1) Slngle reglstratlon penod and consohdatmg programs is good Whatever 51mp11f1es 3
the process for drsaster V1ct1ms is good. See also number 6 below ' ‘

2) G1V1ng states an optlon to admlnlster programs 1ndependent from the F EMA ‘
- processing system is unnecessary bureaucracy. This can only serve ‘to make programs more
~difficult for victims to access and obtain assistance. It is not a good idea. -

3 We have several comments regarding housing assistance program changes:

a. A $5,000 repair cap is not much. Are we trying to really help those who need help
the most‘? In most cases, a roof could not be replaced with such a limit. ~

b. Replace a house for $10 OOO‘? Where can you find such housmg in the U.S.?
Certainly, we have no housing this would apply to in our community. Why even .
have thrs provision? :

¢. We are willing to rent alternate housmg or provrde temporary housmg for v1ct1ms
- but will no longer prov1de rent/mortgage assistance so people can continue to live in
existing housing. In many disasters, people lose jobs because the business they work
~ for is damaged but their home is not. This will not save money; it will simply force
people to abandon their undamaged property to use temporary housing when they
cannot pay their rent/mortgage, compounding economic impacts on ‘thelocal
community. This is a change which must be reconsidered.
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d Why would we put temporary hous1ng ina ﬂood hazard area" One of the maj or
: m1t1gat10n efforts in recent years was to buy out and relocate flood prone properties.
- It would appear to be the "intent of Congress" that owners of properties damaged in
- floods who receive FEMA disaster assistance should be requlred to buy flood -

insurance as a condition to reduce the need for future FEMA disaster as51stance This -

is reflected in later discussion where we note FEMA is eliminating the GFIP and
requiring individuals to pay for flood insurance or not be eligible to receive-
subsection 408¢ assistance in the future -- we agree, people should be responsrble for
their own protection. Interpreting this to only apply in flood hazard areas is absurd -
those propertres are already required to have flood insurance. '

4 Requlrlng sharlng of disaster victim information is necessary -- how else can we be

sure all eligibles are receiving what.they need and deserve. Databases should be disaster .~

- specific. To those who object on privacy grounds we have a simple answer: you don't have

to provide the information or approve it being shared. However, you also cannot get money

~ from the programs in question. Program participation is always Voluntary but you must
o comply wrth the: program requrrements to partlcrpate : :

- 5) Regardmg section 206b of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000: this provision is -
superceding the President's authorlty to determine the level of federal assistance needed.

Under the Stafford Act, there is a difference between an emergency declaration and a disaster
declaration. This provision in the Disaster Mrtlgatlon Act eliminates the d1st1nct10n This

potentially can cost the federal government much more than any other pro gram change: it
‘makes the broad range. of 1nd1v1dual assistance avallable in every declarat1on Th1s is not
w1se ~ .

6) In gerieral,‘ we l)eliéve the time estimates for Applicants to oompléte paperWork are

- understated. The goal to reduce time spent, complexity and paperwork burden is laudable.

Thank you in advance for considering our comments.

SinCerely;

- James Jimenez
, Ciﬂty Administrator
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